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FROM THE “Impatient people are like
bees they bring about their
PASTOR own demise by stinging

others” —George Eliot

The pace of change, the stress, demands and bur-
dens today, who hasn’t stung and been stung from
impatience?

Strange as it may sound, | wonder if bees are hardly
a pest in the season of Lent, but rather a wise friend
to assist in bearing fruit that can bring much needed
beauty, unity, and life to you, and the world.

“The bee is more honored than other animals, not
because she labors, but because she labors for oth-
ers”—St. John Chrysostom, in a sermon many years
ago

Bees are truly incredible, aren’t they? Beauty of flow-
ers and blooms, sweet honey and so much food.
Maybe our Lenten practice invites us to share in not
a ruthless removal of all that first appears to be a
pest.

How might we describe the work of bees? Wonder-
ful collaboration comes to mind.

How about you?

What hidden beauty of God in you, in your neighbor-
hood, in the church, and in the world can you notice
and celebrate?

What often unsung, thankless, yet vital work to the
kingdom of God is Jesus calling you to see as essen-
tial to blessing your life and the lives of so many oth-
ers?

We are called to bear fruit, and how beautiful it is to
see good fruit bearing forth in your growing life of
faith in Christ.

How wondrous is the grace of Jesus that all
of us who carry such a sting, can be actively
transformed to further share the beauty and
unity of Christ, and the flourishing of the
world to the glory of God.

In Christ, you are a new creation. This oppor-
tune season of Lent, let’s practice.

Let’s practice moments of slowing down and
celebrating the hidden beauty.

Let’s deepen that spirit of collaborative work
together in Christ with grace amidst the
stings. Beauty, unity, and flourishing in
Christ.

Let us bear good fruit. Let us worship God!

Grace and courage,
Ryan

Conversations on
Faith & Membership

Starting This Sunday

Newly visiting Eastminster or interest-
ed in learning more about faith and
membership with the church?

We're excited to share upcoming con-
versations on the following Sundays -
March 3, 10, and 17 at 9am in the
Parlor. The Parlor is just around the
corner from Fellowship Hall.

This 3 week Sunday School class in-
vites a wonderful exploration of life in
Christ, Eastminster Church, and our
faith

journeys.

Looking forward to sharing together
with you!
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