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Eastminster Staff 

Mike Cantrell - Housekeeper 
Dennis R. Davenport - Pastor 

Mary Fulkerson - Office Manager 
Trey Fulkerson - Youth/Pastoral Assist. 

Alanna Keenan - Director of Music 
Marian LaChance - Housekeeper 

Rachel Luttrull - Organist 
Erin Tipton -  Christian Ed Director 

 

Church Office Hours 

M - Th: 8:30 –4:00 P.M.   
Friday: 8:30 - Noon 

 

Church Communication Lines 

Phone#: 476-3355/Fax: 476-8755 
Web: eastminsterchurch.com     

Email: epc@epcevv.com 
Sound Engineer: Ron Harper 

Social Media  Admin: Tony McClees 
Prayer Chain Captain: Leslie Webb 

 

 

“Plain Jesus” 
 

Do you like Jesus? 
 
I imagine you would consider that to be 
one of the silliest questions you’ve ever 
been asked.  The answer is obvious.  Of 
course you like Jesus!  Who doesn’t?!  

How is it possible for someone not to like Jesus?!  
Even those who wouldn’t call themselves Christians 
can still say they like Jesus.  Everyone likes Jesus! 
 

When you really think about it, though, that’s not 
true, is it?  Not everyone likes Jesus.  How else can 
you explain what happened to him in his hometown 
of Nazareth when they listened to his teachings and 
were filled with rage – rage to the point of trying to 
throw him off a cliff? 
 

If everyone loves Jesus why was he constantly being 
tracked and taunted by religious and political authori-
ties?  Even today, there are those who don’t like Je-
sus – including some who would claim they do. 
 

That’s certainly not something, though, that one can 
easily admit in our society.  It would be akin to admit-
ting you don’t like Mister Rogers or Mother Teresa.  
But I wonder if all of us need to take an inward look 
at our lives and honestly try to determine if we do, in 
fact, really like Jesus. 
 

I raise the question because our scripture reading for 
this Sunday raises the question in my own mind.  
We’ll be using the gospel lectionary reading for Feb-
ruary 24 rather than February 17.  I thought I might 
want to do something else on February 24 – some-
thing a bit more personal. 
 

The passage we’ll use this Sunday is found in Luke’s 
gospel and it corresponds to Matthew’s Sermon on 
the Mount.  Read Luke 6:27-38 where we find “Plain 
Jesus.” 
 
Blessings, 
Dennis 

 After 27 years of love and dedica-
tion 

It’s time to take a permanent vaca-
tion 

 

Please join us for a Retirement Re-
ception  

Honoring  
The Rev. Dr. Dennis R. Davenport 

 

Sunday, February 24, 2019 
11:30 a.m.  in the Gallery 

8:00 A.M. Service 

Liturgist 
Allen Helmstetter 

Usher 
Tony McClees 

10:30 A.M. Service 

Liturgist 
Allen Helmstetter 

Head Usher 
Mel Ellsperman 

Ushers & Greeters 
Marilyn Ellsperman, Sue Shelton 

John & Carol Olgesby 
Corey Fritz, Jayne & Pat Manis 

Acolyte 
Chloe Webb 

Prayers & Concerns 
Please pray for the following: Bryan Figg, Steve 
Gutridge, Chris & John Matzen, Karen Guilda, 
Dave & Bobbi Moran, David Kishline, Barry Hill, 
Don, brother of Wanda Eller and Wanda’s great-
grandson, Gary, brother-in-law of Dave Moran, 
Jenny Murphy’s father, Gary and her brother, Jerry 
Nagel, Patti Rusche, Virgina Rahn, Lillian Teirney, 
Tina Allen,  Jane Williams, Melba Hutchinson and 
Charles M.  
 
If you have a prayer request, please contact 
Leslie Webb at epcprayers@gmail.com or Dave 
Matzen at davidallyn39@gmail.com  

Sunday, February 17, 2019 



  

Christian Education 

 

 “So, what do we do about….” 
 

That may be a question you’ll be asking quite often over 
the next few weeks.  Ordinarily, when a church staff 
person leaves, someone rather quickly steps in to fill 
the position.  That won’t be case for us for a while in 
terms of pastoral leadership.  Therefore, there are a 
number of tasks and responsibilities that will have to be 
performed by someone else.  One of those tasks is to 
reach up to the top shelf in the office work room and 
pull down two postal boxes and a sleeve every Tuesday 
morning for the newsletter.  (You probably didn’t even 
know that was in the pastor’s job description!)  Mel 
Ellsperman will now be performing that task each week. 
 
Obviously, there are other more important tasks to be 
considered.  In next week’s newsletter we’ll give you a 
fairly comprehensive and detailed understanding of 
specific tasks and who to contact in particular situa-
tions.  Rest assured that we, as a church family, will 
smoothly carry on in our time of transition – and we’ll 
rely on one another to each do their part in making it 
happen! 

 

This Sunday, February 17, we will meet for Youth 
Group where we will have a lesson and then a time of 
fellowship.  
 

I hope to see you in The Place, 
 

Trey 

OFFICE HOURS EVERY WEDNESDAY 

4:30 p.m.- 7:00 p.m. 

Children’s Worship 
February 17th—Annie Engelbrecht 
February 24th—Annie Engelbrecht 
March 3rd—Erin Tipton 
March 10th—to be determined 
March 17th—Suzette Fritz 
March 24th—to be determined 
March 31st—Stacie Schalasky 
April 7th—Erin Tipton 
April 14th—Stacie Schalasky 
April 21st—to be determined 
April 28th—Sabrina Holden 
May 5th—Erin Tipton 
May 12th—Stacie Schalasky 
May 19th—Sabrina Holden 
May 26th—to be determined 
 
Please consider volunteering!! Thanks so much!!  

CE EVENTS 

2/13/19 Assembly night— 

                  CE meeting  @6:30pm 

2/14/19 Everybody Always  

      Book Study @9:30am  

2/21/19 Everybody Always  

      Book Study @9:30am  

2/28/19 Everybody Always  

      Book Study @9:30am  

3/10/19 Memory Contest Begins/H2O 

      Project begins 

3/13/19 Assembly night—CE meeting 

     @6:30pm     

 

 
MEMORY CONTEST BOOKS 
The Memory Contest will begin in 
a month. Want some advanced 
practice? Misplaced your book? 
See Erin on Sunday morning for 
a book!! 

 

News from 3rd through 5th grade  
Sunday School 

 
The 3rd through 5th grade Sunday School Class has been 
studying the Believe series Kids' Edition. There is a short 
video each week followed by a lesson on different topics 
such as compassion, prayer, worship, and stewardship. The 
study uses an Old Testament lesson and a New Testament 
lesson. Two weeks ago we played Jeopardy to review all of 
the lessons that we had done to date. It was amazing how 
much the kids remembered. Last Sunday the topic was com-
munity. The Old Testament lesson was about Nehemiah and 
how he was supported in rebuilding the wall around Jerusa-
lem. The New Testament lesson was from Acts and how peo-
ple came together to share what they had so that everyone 
had what they needed. We also talked about community 
within our church, the different roles in our church such as 
the minister, secretary, elders, deacons, liturgists. The kids 
talked about things that even 3rd through 5th graders can do 
to support our church community.  We will continue this 
study through the end of the year and as our memory work is 
rapidly approaching we will be focusing on that as well in the 
coming weeks. 
  
—Kim Weil  

EVERYBODY ALWAYS 
 

We had a great second meeting and 

hope you will consider joining us on 

Thursday mornings for three more 

weeks at 9:30 a.m. in room 202. We 

will focus on Chapters 10-12 this 

week. Hope to see you there! 

—Erin  

 

 

Yet Another Newburgh-Eastminster Update 
 

Last Saturday, more than 25 individuals gathered at 
the Newburgh Presbyterian Church with cars, 
trucks, SUVs, trailers and even the church bus.  We 
filled every vehicle with items to be transported to 
Eastminster.   
 
Many of the items that were brought will have a 
practical use here.  We brought Sunday School cur-
riculum, CE supplies, chairs, books, book cases, 
office supplies, and a variety of other items that will 
be of great help in our ministry here.  We even 
brought the beautiful gold hangers that have re-
placed the not-so-beautiful ones in Fellowship Hall 
and Room 101. 
 
Other items include things that have more senti-
mental value and would probably simply have been 
discarded if they hadn’t found a home here.  That 
would have been a tragedy because much of the 
life, legacy and history of the Newburgh Presbyteri-
an Church is found in those items. 
 
How wonderful it is for our two congregations to 
have united in this fashion and how symbolic it is 
that everything from the Newburgh Church that is 
now at Eastminster will seem, very quickly, to have 
always belonged.  We are truly becoming one joy-
ous church family! 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
 

In yet another sign that we are becoming one 
church family, we received four new members on 
Sunday.  We welcome Mark & Brenda Miller and 
Rick & Janet Zeiher to Eastminster!  We will have 
more information in next week’s newsletter.   

 
Sympathy is extended to Rob 
Engelbrecht and family in the 
death of his wife, Dorothy. 

WELCOME CORA LEIGH HUMMEL! 
Cora was born at 8:17 A.M. on February 2. 

She weighed 6 lbs. 3 oz and was 19.5” long. 
Congratulations to Matt, Caitlyn, and big sister 

Maddie! 


