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Secular Christmas Songs, Books &
Movies That Speak to the Soul

“Yukon the Samaritan”
As I have confessed before, I enjoy watching
Hallmark movies – within reason. I find them
to be such a welcome distraction from the real
world though even the most ardent fan has to have a limit to
how much motion picture “cheese” they can consume!
The number of Hallmark Christmas movies is astounding.
It’s not just Hallmark, though. It seems as if the general
Christmas theme has been seized upon by everyone as a way
to capture the public’s imagination. There are countless
movies, songs and books that relate, in some fashion, to
Christmas. The ones that last, though, are a fraction of ones
written, recorded or produced.
Appropriately, it is those that appeal to children that seem to
have the most lasting appeal. Think of the Grinch or Frosty
or The Night Before Christmas. Those are all written for
children and they love to hear them every year – over and
over and over again!
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When we first began looking at Secular Songs, Movies &
Books That Speak to the Soul, we were making the point that
virtually everything around us – all that we hear, see, read or
experience – can have a spiritual component to it if we are
simply open to discovering it.
I think that’s also true when it comes to Christmas. Within
those countless secular songs, movies and books about
Christmas, many of them do, in fact, speak to the soul. This
Sunday, I’d like to take a look at one of those that has lasted
a very long time. It’s one of those that children want to hear
over and over again at Christmas and it seems, on the surface, to be very simple and very secular.
A deeper look though – and a deeper look at one character in
particular – can lead us to discover very deep and profound
Christian teachings. The passage we’ll be using this Sunday
isn’t one we ordinarily hear during Advent, but its connection to a beloved Christmas tale is hard to overlook.
Read Luke 10:25-37 and the connection of this story with
“Yukon the Samaritan.”
Advent Blessings,
Dennis

“A SIGN OF THINGS TO COME!”
At last week’s session meeting, a recommendation from our
unofficial Decorating Committee was approved to add an LED
message center to our current outside sign. When the sign was
initially installed, we did it in such a way that we could add the
message center at a later date without incurring additional construction costs.
It should be noted that the cost of the message center is coming
from funds that do not take away from either our capital campaign, annual campaign, endowment fund or memorial fund.
This addition will greatly enhance our visibility in the community and enable us to regularly provide information and invitations to our programs and events. Our deep appreciation to
those who have made it possible!

OUTREACH COMMITTEE
YARD SIGNS
If you were with us at the 10:30 worship service last Sunday,
you saw the beautiful yard signs that have been created by our
Outreach Committee. We still have some available and we’re
inviting you to take one to be placed in your yard as a way of
inviting your neighbors to join us at Eastminster during the
season of Advent. The cost of the signs is approximately $20.
You can buy a sign or just take one without paying for it (as
long as you actually place it your yard). Or, if you would like
(and as someone did on Sunday), you can pay for a sign that
someone else will be taking.

Christian Education

The Deacons are greatly
in need of donations of
food and supplies for their
Christmas baskets and
there are only two more
weeks left to contribute!!!
The greatest need: paper products -- Toilet tissue,
paper towels and napkins. You can still make a donation for that purpose in order for the Deacon's
funds to stretch further.

OFFICE HOURS EVERY THURSDAY
4:30 p.m.- 7:00 p.m.
This Sunday, December 9, we will meet for Youth
Group where we will have a lesson and then a time of
fellowship.

The youth are still collecting socks for our annual sock
drive. Please consider giving a package of adult, unopened socks. You can drop them off in the in the
green bin located in Fellowship Hall or bring to the
church office. Your donation helps our homeless population during the winter months. Thank you for your
support!
I hope to see you in The Place,
Trey

Everyone is invited to bring a
Christmas Card to the church!
We are asking that you
bring a Christmas Card to
be put on the bulletin
board in Fellowship Hall.
This is a fun and decorative way of enjoying the
Christmas Season. Look
for the board that has gingerbread men on it.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST MANGER SCENE EXTRAVAGANZA
Join us on Saturday, December 8th, with the church
bus leaving the Eastminster parking lot at 7:30 a.m.
We will be going to Trinity Lutheran Church in
Darmstadt.

This Sunday
December 2nd
Readers

Christmas Cards

8:00 AM:
Allen & JoAnn Helmstetter
10:30 AM:
TBA

They are having an all
you can eat pancake
breakfast including pancakes, sausage & fruit for
a freewill offering.
Trinity’s Men’s & Women’s choir and instruments will be playing and singing sacred & secular music beginning at 8:00 a.m.,
and nativity scenes to be viewed from 7a.m. to
5p.m. Call the church office to sign up for this outing.

Advent Luncheon
If you attended our
annual
Advent
Luncheon, a good
time seemed to be
had by all. The kids
sang, we sang, we
ate and ate and ate
from a delicious selection of homemade soups, we did
some crafting and
had a wonderful
time of fellowship.
The Christian Education
committee
would like to thank
you for participating. It was such
fun!!
A huge thank you
to Sue Shelton,
Suzette Fritz, Beth
Bailey,
Gordon
Wiley,
Meredith
Garcia and Patti
Garcia for helping to
plan and execute
this
fun
event.
Thank you to Donna
Cooke for providing
such lovely ambiance with her harp
music. Thanks to
Daniel Holden for
practicing with and
playing for the children so they could
sing. Thank you to
Mike Cantrell and
Marian LaChance for
setting up.

Thanks to the Montgomery’s, Fritz’s,
Garcia’s, and Shofstall’s for their help
We hope you enjoyed your time together and we look forward to many
more years of this special time sharing
the love of Christ.
Advent Blessings!
Christian Education Committee

