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You know the game – on the way to 
the car, the first person to call out 
“shotgun” gets to ride in the front seat.  
It’s not just something we desire when 
riding in a car, though, is it?  We want 

to have a place of honor and a position of respectabil-
ity in a variety of different settings in life. 
 
As I was writing this column, I randomly pulled up an 
old newsletter article with the intent of just deleting 
what was there and writing the new one so that it 
would be in the proper format.  (I know – I could just 
create a “Messenger” template and do the same 
thing, but that would be too easy!) 
 
Interestingly, the title of the sermon of that randomly-
selected column that happened to be two years old, 
was “An Upside Down World.”  I couldn’t help but 
read the first line because as I considered our pas-
sage for this Sunday, that was the first thing that 
came to mind.  The opening of that column read, “I 
don’t know if I’ve ever used that as a title before, but if 
not, I’ve resisted doing so dozens of times.” 
 
I found that interesting because it seems as though 
it’s a title that can fit on nearly any Sunday – especial-
ly when we’re reading the words of Jesus. This Sun-
day, it might serve as a subtitle. 
 
Read Mark 10:32-45 and instead of the upside down 
world, let’s consider a closely-related idea where we 
think of the ways in which we find ourselves, “Calling 
Shotgun.” 
 
Blessings, 
Dennis 

 

 

Eastminster Staff 

Mike Cantrell - Housekeeper 
Dennis R. Davenport - Pastor 

Mary Fulkerson - Office Manager 
Trey Fulkerson - Youth/Pastoral Assistant 

Alanna Keenan - Director of Music 
Marian LaChance - Housekeeper 

Rachel Luttrull - Organist 
Erin Tipton -  Christian Ed Director 

 

Church Office Hours 

M - Th: 8:30 –4:00 P.M.   
Friday: 8:30 - Noon 

 

Church Communication Lines 

Phone#: 476-3355/Fax: 476-8755 
Web: eastminsterchurch.com     

Email: epc@epcevv.com 
Sound Engineer: Ron Harper 

Social Media  Administrator: Tony McClees 
Prayer Chain Captain: Leslie Webb 

 

8:00 A.M. Service 

Liturgist 
Tony McClees 

Usher 
Allen Helmstetter 

10:30 A.M. Service 

Liturgist 
Donna Cooke 

Head Usher 
Mel Ellsperman 

Ushers & Greeters 
Rob Engelbrecht & Team 

Marilyn Ellsperman, Pat & Jayne Manis 

Acolyte 
Jacob Irmscher 

 Prayers & Concerns 
Please pray for the following: Jim Robinson, Jenny 
Kuhs & family, Ryan Kuhs, Kristen, Jordan Whelen, 
Family & friends of TaRhel Brockers, Conner Chap-
man, Hadrian & Robby, Michael & family, Angela 
Bethel & Melba Hutchinson If you have a prayer re-
quest, please contact Leslie Webb at epcpray-
ers@gmail.com or contact the Church Office.  

 It’s my obligation 
 
 Because I love God 
 
 As thanks to God 
 
 To be blessed by giving 
 
 To support my church 
 
 To help others through my                           

church 
 
 To invest in the community 
 
 Because everything I have               

belongs to God 
 
 To honor those who came be-

fore us and  as a legacy for the 
future 

 
 By giving, I grow spiritually 

 

Heads, Hearts & Hands for Christ in Service & Celebration 

“Calling Shotgun” 



 

 

Christian Education  

 

The danger of mentioning anyone is that you cannot 
mention everyone or even everything that was done 
by the people you did mention.  And in our case, the 
list is long, very long. They knew that their legacy 
would last, so everything they did here when they 
built this church in 1955 was top drawer - first quality 
design and construction. 
 

But let's think a minute about 1955.  President Ei-
senhower was in his first term. The Edsel was in ini-
tial planning, but is still 3 years from first production. 
Bill Haley released “Rock Around the Clock.” The 
sanctuary HVAC system we use today was installed. 
The newly installed exterior doors near room 101 
and into fellowship hall both sealed well, I weighed 
38 pounds.  Okay, you get it – it’s been a while. 
 

After 63 years, the sanctuary HVAC system has had 
all the band-aids we can apply, and those doors 
hardly latch and are hardly capable of securely seal-
ing out cold and heat and bad guys. The price tag on 
the sanctuary HVAC is in the $95,000 range, and the 
doors will take another $10,000 to $15,000.   
 

And that is nowhere near everything that has out-
lived its useful life or just needs serious repair or re-
placement:  the rest of the HVAC, the roof, the park-
ing lot, the organ, and so much more.  The solution 
is a permanent long-term building needs fund in our 
endowment to keep addressing these issues in the 
future.  We are heirs to a tremendous legacy from 
those who created this church and the building in 
which we gather.  That is why we have a capital 
campaign - we owe it to them, we owe it to our 
church, we owe it to ourselves, and we owe it to the 
coming generations. 
 

Fred Folz 

Originally affiliated with First Presbyterian Church 
downtown, Eastminster was started and built in 1955 
by people with a vision for the future.   Over sixty 
years later, today’s part of the future is here.  There 
have been a few bumps along the way. About forty 
years ago, I was a member at Newburgh Presbyteri-
an and Gerry Evans came to me to tell me that East-
minster was formally separating from First Pres, that 
it was complicated, that a lot of property and assets 
was involved, that each side really needed a lawyer, 
and he asked if I would represent one side or the 
other - my pick. 
 

I was intrigued.  A lawyer's theoretical dream assign-
ment.  To resolve a problem under church law, with 
a dose of civil law, but there was a new rule book - 
the Book of Order - and no one in town has any ex-
perience advantage on anyone else since no one 
else would have ever done anything like this before - 
a truly level playing field.   I wanted to do it. 
 

But taking on a case like that though was something 
that a relatively young lawyer like me needed to run 
by a relatively old partner first.  So I took the idea to 
Dave Keck, my relatively old (probably mid-40s) 
partner, and told him I wanted to take the case. He 
said that, yes, it did sound interesting.  Then he 
asked, “How many people do you know at the down-
town church?”  I said “Maybe 75 to 100.”  “And how 
many do you know at the eastside church?”  I said 
“About the same.”  Dave then asked – “And which of 
those two groups do you want to never speak to you 
again?  And that's if you win.  If you lose, you will 
lose all of both.” 
 

Those of you who remember the separation will re-
call that it happened without me. It also happened 
without any great blood-letting.  The vision of the 
founders of this church survived.  That we are all 
here today is visible evidence of that vision.  And 
there is other tangible evidence of their vision and 
the people and names behind it and gifts that were 
made to perpetuate the memory of those who were 
important to them:  communion table, lectern, baptis-
mal font  -  gifts from the Daus family, lectern Bible – 
Dyer, communion service – Fischer, Totten Hall – 
Totten.  Other service and gifts – Atkinson, Ander-
son, Foster, Drachman, Lukens, McCarty, Medlicott, 
Shatara, Walker, Wilcox. 

Children’s Worship 

 Leader Schedule 
10/21/18—Gordon Wiley 

10/28/18—Stacie Schalasky 

11/4/18—Gordon Wiley 

11/11/18—Beth Bailey 

11/18/18—Annie Engelbrecht 

11/25/18—Sabrina Holden 

12/2/18—Advent Lunch practice 

12/9/18—Gordon Wiley 

12/16/18—Beth Bailey 

12/23/18—Sabrina Holden 

12/30/18—Annie Engelbrecht 

Donna Cooke 
Meredith Garcia 
Leslie Webb 
Annie Engelbrecht 
Brian Bailey 
Beth Bailey 
Alex Kuhs 
Levi Holden 
Have signed up to run 
Halloween Carnival 
games!! Thank you all! 
Sign up sheets are at 
the Welcome Center in 
the Narthex. If you 
have a game you love 
to run, please let Erin 
know or someone on 
Christian Education 
know. 

DONATIONS NEEDED!! 
 

Thank you for the 
candy donations 
so far! Keep them 
coming!! In two 
weeks we will be 
having our Halloween Carnival 
and still need lots of candy dona-
tions this year, as we are includ-
ing the youth in our haystack 
candy-hunting fun this year. 
They serve tirelessly and deserve 
to be included in the fun! Bas-
kets will be in the Narthex for 
you to donate on Sundays or 
bring them to the office at your 
convenience!  
Thanks!!! CE Committee 

4 people have ex-
pressed interest in a 
book study. Last 
call...would love to 
start this at the be-
ginning of Novem-
ber. Let Erin or the 
office know if you 
are interested. 

Operation Christmas Child—Shoeboxes! 

Patti and Meredith Garcia are heading 

up the Shoebox collection this year. 

The collection week is November 12-

19th this year. Let’s get started and 

make this our best year yet! We donated about 40 boxes 

last year. Do you think we can do more? We will be col-

lecting shoeboxes November 4th and November 11th. 

Shoeboxes are available at the Welcome Center. 

Jim retired after 33 years 
on the Evansville Police 
Force.  Jim’s two sons, Na-
than & Jonathan, are fol-
lowing in his footsteps.  Jim 
did training for defense tac-
tics, was a team member of 
the Evansville Guns & Hos-

es Hockey Team and participated in “100 Men who 
Cook” for the City of Evansville which was a fund-
raiser. 

Our own Steve Fritz has 
been named the “2018 
Champion of Youth First.”  
Here’s what their infor-
mation says about Steve: 
 
“Youth First is honored to 

recognize Steve Fritz as the 2018 Dr. William 
Wooten Champion of Youth First.  Steve’s tireless 
passion for helping young people thrive has made 
him a distinguished educator and community lead-
er.” 
 
Congratulations to Steve – a well-deserved honor! 

 

Don’t forget your pillow and 
blanket!  We hope to see you 
there!! 

Saturday, October 27 at 6:30 PM 
Halloween Movie Night 

Fun for the whole Family! 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours Every Thursday - 4:30p.m.-7:00 

p.m. 
 

This Sunday, October 21, we will meet for Youth 
Group where we will have a lesson and then a 
time of fellowship. 
 

I hope to see you in The Place, 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/photo/36289256-everybody-always

