EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
5501 Washington Avenue
Evansville, IN 47715

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 2682
Evansville, IN 47708

RETURNED SERVICE REQUESTED

Heads, Hearts & Hands for Christ in Service & Celebration
Volume 34, Issue 04

January 30, 2018

“Delivered from or For?”
I’ve been thinking a lot lately about the
lectionary and its use here at Eastminster.
If I would go back and look at sermons
that I’ve preached here over the years, I
think I would find that I have become more attached to
the lectionary than I used to be.
I think that probably runs counter to what we find in
most churches. It seems as though there has been a
movement toward the “sermon series” method of preaching. I certainly see a tremendous value in that approach.
It’s undoubtedly a good evangelism tool. “Come to
church with me this week. Our pastor is doing a series
on….. and it’s really been excellent.”
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I’m not sure why I find myself gravitating more to a dependence on the lectionary. I think one reason is that it
connects us to a lot of other churches. On any given
Sunday, there are literally dozens of churches in our own
community who are focusing on one of three common
passages - an Old Testament, Psalm, Gospel or Epistle
reading as suggested in the three-year Revised Common
Lectionary that is used by Roman Catholic and most
mainline Protestant churches.
Another reason for my inclination toward lectionary
preaching is because I trust what has been done in putting the lectionary together. It gives us the entire broad
sweep of the Bible and prevents us from either focusing
only on those passages we happen to be drawn to or from
simply preaching topically which leads to a temptation to
preach my theology and not the Bible’s.
With all of that being said, this Sunday, we’ll be looking
again at the suggested lectionary reading from Mark. It
falls immediately (notice that word if you remember it
from last Sunday) on the heels of last Sunday’s reading.
Read Mark 1:29-39 and ask, are we “Delivered From or
For?”
Blessings,
Dennis

EPW NEWS FOR FEBRUARY
In February our thoughts turn to Valentines
and love and what more appropriate love
story than Tracy Post’s tale of how she and
her husband adopted fourteen children. Tracy will be our
speaker at our Wednesday, February 7th gathering in Fellowship Hall. We will also host our annual Shower of
Blessings for House of Bread and Peace, providing the
women and children there with much-needed household
items such as soaps, lotions, toiletries, laundry supplies,
tissues, paper towels, toilet tissue, hair brushes, hairbands,
cleaners, zip storage bags, trash bags, diapers (newborn),
socks, panties (all sizes, including children’s).
All the
fun begins at noon, Feb. 7th, with lunch, program and
brief business meeting. The cost is $5/person. Make your
reservation by calling the church office. All ladies of
Eastminster are part of EPW, so please come – and bring a
friend!
Are you reorganizing and de-cluttering in 2018? Remember our EPW rummage welcomes your clean, gently used
items. Bring items to the church basement for sorting and
pricing; we’ll make arrangements for large item pick-up or
delivery the week prior to the sale. Watch the Messenger
for dates when we’ll be sorting and pricing and your
chance to help, or contact Marlene Huffaker with questions. Your donations support our mission projects.
Ladies’ Night Out will be at
China Bistro on Tuesday,
February 13th. Join us and
bring a friend! Please call
the office to make your
reservation.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
AND ANNUAL REPORTS
We will hold our Annual Congregational
Meeting on Sunday, February 11, immediately following the 10:30 worship service. Annual Reports will be available
for the congregation this Sunday, February 4th. Please take the time to review
the report before our Annual meeting.
See Mel Ellsperman to get your copy. Thank you!

Happy New Year! Been wondering what the
Community and World Mission committee
has been up to? Here you go!

Office Hours will be held at our
normally scheduled time: 4:30-7:00 p.m.

NERF WAR HUGE SUCCESS!
This past Saturday, January 27th
the youth had their first nerf war of
the year. Over 20 kids from two
different churches participated in
the fun and chaos hosted by Eastminster. A special thank you goes
out to all of the parents who prepared the meal we
enjoyed that day. The youth are already looking forward to the next one!
This Friday, February
2nd we will be hosting a movie night
fundraiser. This will
begin with a viewing
of Wall-e at 5:30 and
our double feature
will be The Blind
Side. The cost of admission will be $5 dollars for adults and $3 dollars for
kids. All of the proceeds will be used to enable our
youth to participate in the mission trip to Pittsburgh
this July.

MONSTERS INC. AT
YOUTH GROUP
This Sunday, February 4, at
Youth Group we will be taking a
look at the Pixar movie Monsters
Inc. to learn about how perfect
love casts out fear. This will be
followed by some time of fun and
fellowship from 6:00-8:00.
See you in The Place,
Trey

Sister Joanna's Table has been a continuing ministry. We have a very dedicated group of volunteers
who are cooking up lunch every other month to
serve whoever comes in for a meal. Our cooks are
fabulous, with special thanks to Sabrina Holden, Jenny and Chris Kuhs, and Jarid Shofstall, for their fantastic soups and lunches. And we have a stellar group
of volunteers from our Youth Group, who keep us
functioning each time. We welcome anyone who
wants to be a part of this ministry. It's easy
work...just come down to St. Paul's Episcopal Church
on Cherry Street, between 9-11 am every second Saturday, every other month. We are on track for March
10, so please, if you'd like to help (cooking, serving,
cleaning, shopping), just contact Donna Cooke
or Chris Kuhs.
Remember our mission trip to Menaul School last
summer? We have pictures of some of the finished
projects, which will be on our Facebook page. It was
a wonderful trip, enriching everyone who participated
in the experience.
So, interested in what that is like? Well…We have
another mission trip coming up
this summer! July 14-20 (actual
work days), we will be participating in the Summer Youth Institute Program at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. This opportunity is open to EVERYONE, youth
through adult. We will be working in the Garfield
and East Liberty communities alongside Garfield
Farm and Open Hand Ministries, and the Fred Rogers
company, taking the gospel to the streets, working to
transform abandoned land and homes into spaces that
can be a blessing to the community. We will be
working with coaches/mentors from the seminary
who will help us learn not only how to help in the
'burgh, but how we can take these lessons home with
us to help our neighbors in Evansville. It is going to
be a wonderful experience. If you are interested,
please see Donna Cooke. There will be more information to come, but in the meantime, we are starting
to plan. Join us!
These are just a couple of things we are doing right
now. More updates on missions and opportunities to
serve will be coming up.
Blessings to all,
Donna

Christian Education
"Heads, Hearts and Hands For Christ in Service and Celebration"
Summer in Psalms Reading
Schedule

Psalm 1:2 Instead, his delight is in the LORD’s
instruction, and he meditates on it day and night.

January 29-Psalm 26
January 30-Psalm 27
January 31-Psalm 28
February 1-Psalm 29

High School
Sunday School
The High School Sunday school
class is using a DVD series called 36
Parables. They are learning about
the stories Jesus told through modern-day renderings of these stories.
These short DVDs are sure to produce some great discussions in
Trey’s class!

February 2-Psalm 30
February 3-Psalm 31
February 4-Psalm 32
Are you behind? Don’t worry!! Just
keep on keeping on. We will get there
together!

Christian Education News
The Christian Education committee is
thrilled to welcome Suzette Fritz and Meredith
Garcia to our team. It is so wonderful to have
new faces and new ideas. We are so very grateful for our new members!! They join the outstanding and dedicated team led by Patti Garcia which includes Vickie Rauch, Cheryl Ison,
Gordon Wiley, and Sara Ferguson.
In other news, Cheryl Ison and Suzette
Fritz have been hard at work in the Supply
Room. If you haven’t been in lately, it is a sight
to behold! Things are neatly stacked and labeled. The resources are abundant and we are
truly blessed by all that we have. This room
makes my teacher heart sing. They have done
an absolutely amazing job. Cheryl and Suzette
are master organizers. Thank you so very much
for all of your hard work ladies! You are just
incredible!

Memory Contest to begin
FEBRUARY 18, 2018
The CE committee is excited to continue the tradition of the memory contest this year! We will have
listeners upstairs and downstairs to help you achieve
your memory verse goals. I will paraphrase Emma Sue
Davenport and say that carrying the Word of God in
your heart can help you through many of life’s trials
and that continues to be our hope for all of our children and youth.
Many families save their books of memory verses
from year to year, but if you haven’t or are NEW to
the memory contest, no worries. We will have a few
copies of the Memory Verse Books available. See Erin
Tipton or let a member of the Christian Education
Team know if you need one!! It is never too early to
start practicing. It will be here before you know it!

